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Padagogiscbe Monatsbefte. 



The words arranged in a progressive 
manner according to their difficulty have 
been chosen from the actual vocabulary 
of the child, and the stories will be found 
intensity interesting to the little ones. 

The ^suggestions to teachers" which 
accompany the book contain much that 
will benefit the practical teacher. The 
many exercises indicated in its pages are 
the result of actual experience in the 
class room. 

We are confident that the many new 
and fascinating features of the primer 
will gain for it a large circle of admirers. 

H. D. H. 

Commercial German. A complete 
course for use in Commercial Schools 
and in the Commercial Courses of High 
Schools. By Arnold Kutner, High School 
of Commerce, New York. New York, Cin- 
cinnati, Chicago, American Book Co. 

A growing importance is attached to 
commercial education, undoubtedly due 
in part to the Spanish-American War; 
high schools are establishing commercial 
courses, universities are foundingSchools 
of Commerce (possibly only re-.rrcuping 
subjects long since taught), the National 
Government has heard the commercial 
cry and has wisely added to the Cabinet 
a portfolio of Commerce and Labor, and 
not to be outdone, Professor Kutner has 
caught the spirit of the age and has pro- 
duced a book called "Commercial Ger- 
man". 

The author's plan is to introduce the 
student to the foreign language by means 
of its commercial vocabulary, presuppos- 
ing no knowledge of German beyond an 
acquaintance with its language-signs and 
speech-sounds. This is, 1 fear, some- 
thing that cannot be easily accomplished. 
Unless the teacher is very alert, the re- 
sult might be a swarm of "counter-jump- 
ers" who could,with little self-confidence, 
talk nothing but wool, reciprocity, and 
pork. The author wisely attempts to 
combine the practical features with 
thoroughness of grammatical discipline. 
In Part I are to be found the elements 
of "commercial German", covering about 
eighty pages, and "grammar tables", 
covering something over thirty pages, 
while Part II consists of reading-selec- 
tions that deal with German business 
customs and institutions, commercial 
correspondence, documents, advertise- 
ments, etc., and of an ample vocabulary. 
The advertisements, printed in the Ger- 
man style, will have a curious interest 
for students. The commercial corre- 
spondence partakes very much of the 
character of "ready-reckoners" and "let- 



ter-writers". The clerk, when about to 
place an order for goods or to acknowl- 
edge the receipt of a check, can turn to 
the proper page and p*ck out his ready- 
made form. On the whole, however, 
there is much in the book to commend 
it. The author's purpose is praiseworthy, 
and the material he has compiled is in- 
structive and interesting. I doubt, how- 
ever, the feasibility of the plan. The 
weak point, in my opinion, lies in the 
attempt to start with commercial Ger- 
man. If students could have one or two 
years of general training in the language 
before taking up work of this kind, the 
result would be far more satisfactory. 

How to Study Literature. A guide to 
the intensive study of literary master- 
pieces. By Benjamin A. Eeydrick, A. B. 
(Harv.), Professor of English Litera- 
ture, State Normal School, Millersville, 
Pa. Hinds & Noble, New York. 

The fundamental principle of the au- 
thor is sound, namely, that the aim of 
literary study is the appreciation and en- 
joyment of a literary masterpiece, and he 
states that the purpose of his manual is 
to facilitate the systematic, careful and 
appreciative study of literature as liter- 
ature. The essence of the method is that 
it endeavors to concentrate the attention 
upon the text itself, not upon editorial 
explanation or comment, and that it fur- 
nishes means by which the student may 
ascertain for himself the 'chief character- 
istics of any piece of literature. Out- 
lines are presented for the study of six 
literary types: in poetry, the epic, the 
lyric, and the drama; in prose, fiction, 
the essay, aiid the oration. Lists of crit- 
ical terms are given which will aid the 
student to say exactly what he feels and 
means. Of course these outlines are only 
suggestive, but they furnish the student 
something definite and tangible to work 
upon. Any live teacher can modify or 
enlarge them to suit his own individual 
taste or the scope of his work. 

Part II consists of six specimen stud- 
ies which illustrate the principles and 
methods set forth in Part I. There is a 
brief appendix on figures of speech, and 
a longer one on versification. The treat- 
ment of these two subjects, figures of 
speech and versification, appears rather 
elementary, and is undoubtedly intended 
to be merely suggestive. It should be 
supplemented by consulting larger works 
on the subjects. 

The book can easily be adapted for use 
in the study of literature in any lan- 
guage; it will certainly be found to be 
a valuable little aid. 



